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Cave Conservation Monitoring Form 

This is a joint initiative by Natural England, BCRA, BCA and the regional caving councils to undertake basic monitoring of the condition of our caves.  The information to be recorded on the form may seem very basic but the level of recorded information is currently very low and any information gathered is therefore very important.  None of the organisations involved in this scheme are requesting that you go underground to visit these sites.  The form is simply provided for you to record information from a trip which you would be undertaking anyway.  Caving is a dangerous activity and you are entirely responsible for your own safety when visiting a cave or any part of it.  None of the organisations involved can be held responsible for the outcome of any trip.  Please read the disclaimer in the attached information note.

Filling in the form

1. Part 1 of the form can be filled in after a visit to the cave but it is recommended that a copy of Part 1 be taken underground.  It is always best to complete Part 1 underground, especially if you are reporting on a number of features, so that comments do not rely on memory. 

2. Part 2 is provided for you to supply any other information or suggestions concerning access and conservation issues for the cave you have visited or in general. 

3. A cave survey is provided with the form, which shows the location of the numbered cave features.  Please add your comments to the cave survey if you wish to provide a better description of the feature location.

4. A short description of the cave is also provided for your information.

Use of the information gathered

5. The information gathered will be used for analysis and manipulation in a database or spreadsheet.  By providing this information it is assumed that your consent is given for this purpose. However we need your consent to be able to use any material or photographs that you provide in future publications.  Please sign the statement at the end of Part 2 of the form to give your consent.

Photographs

Photographs of the features listed would be very much appreciated if you are sure that you have been able to identify the features on your trip. If possible, please put the following on the back of each photograph or send the details below by email with your digital photographs:

· Name of the cave, feature number and a short description of the feature e.g. for 3 photos of Feature 1 in Any Cave, photos should be labelled Any Cave 1.1, Any Cave 1.2 etc.,

· Date on which the photograph was taken (DD/MM/YY);

· Your name and the name of your club or group.  e.g. “Joe Bloggs, Burnley Caving Club”, “Joe Bloggs, Group from Bradford” etc.  

· If you are agreeable, please also provide your signature on the back of each photograph if supplied in hard copy to allow its use in future publications, as well as signing the statement at the end of Part 2 of the form.

Your comments on the form

6. We have tried to make the form very short. If you think it is too short or you have other comments on how we could improve it, please let us know, using the contact details provided below.        

Please send the forms and any photos to:

Andrew Hinde     

Natural England

Colt Park Barn

Chapel le Dale

Via Carnforth

LA6 3DU

Tel 015242 42021

e-mail  Andrew.hinde@naturalengland.org.uk 

Disclaimer

Natural England is the government’s advisor on nature conservation and is responsible for designating and monitoring the condition of sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs) throughout England. Most of the major caves and cave systems of England are designated as SSSIs, either individually or grouped together as part of larger systems. The SSSI designation affords increased protection from damage or destruction of caves by external threats such as quarrying, land drainage and agricultural practices but does not affect the responsible use of caves by recreational cavers. 

Raising awareness and promotion of best conservation practice among cave users, in partnership with local and national caving organisations, is the most effective method of ensuring the continuing conservation of our cave SSSIs and the protection of the resource against internal damage. Good conservation practice by cave users, in so far as it preserves the resource, serves the interests of all - recreational cavers, cave scientists, conservation organisations and the general public alike.

Regular monitoring of all SSSIs is an important part of the conservation process and is generally performed by Natural England staff. However, in the case of caves, Natural England staff are not normally able to perform monitoring as they are not experienced or qualified in undertaking underground work. One solution is for cavers to report on the condition of caves which they are visiting in the course of their recreational activities. Reporting simply involves filling in a brief tick-box type of questionnaire, supplied by Natural England. We will also supply a rough map of the areas of cave which form the SSSI and the location of important features, such as speleothems, cave sediments, fossils and minerals for which the site may be notified.

It is important to emphasise that Natural England is not requesting cavers to visit particular areas of cave systems. We are simply requesting information on the condition of caves and their features which cavers are visiting anyway, in the course of their own recreational activities. Natural England cannot accept responsibility for any accident or injury to cavers which occur during the course of these activities. Cavers should perform their own risk and hazard assessment and possess their own insurance.

Ingleborough

The entire hill of Ingleborough is of major conservation value, and has a suite of both surface and underground karst features that is more extensive than in any other site in Britain. The glaciokarst pavements are among the finest in the country. Though the caves are not the most extensive in Britain, they are uniquely associated with an excellent suite of surface features.

The major and important caves are described by sectors in clockwise sequence round the hill, starting at Crina Bottom. Some of the maps for this site have a format that is slightly different from that used in the other maps, as they are taken directly from the unpublished, English Nature internal report on Ingleborough (Waltham & Tillotson, 1989); locations for inventoried features have been added.

White Scar Cave

A cave system with 7000m of passage has a long stream passage close to the base of the limestone, and is one of the few in England accessible from the resurgence end. It collects drainage from Crina Bottom, from the limestone plateau above the cave, and from the limestone slopes east of Crina Bottom, and the cave has evolved in a sequence of stages, in response to Pleistocene entrenchment of the glaciated trough of Chapel-le-Dale. The streamway is a fine example of a vadose master cave, and the high level chambers are important relics of the pre-Devensian drainage of Chapel-le-Dale. White Scar is now operated as a commercial show cave, with walkways installed along the lower streamway and up through an artificial tunnel into the Battlefield Chamber.

Cave Conservation Monitoring Form - Part 1

 Name of Cave: White Scar cave

 Your Name and Club or Group Name: Mark Sims  - York Uni cave and pothole club
 Date of visit (DD/MM/YY): 10.05.09
 Please confirm the names of the cave(s)/areas of the cave(s) you have visited:  Whitescar  Battle axe to Sump series excluding Sleepwalker series
 Please record the condition of the following cave features in the table below:

	Feature number on survey


	Description of interest features
	Are the features still present? 

Yes (Y)

No (N)  

Don’t Know (X) or

Not Visited (NV)
	Condition of the features

Very good (5)

Good (4)

Satisfactory (3)

Poor (2)

Very Poor (1) or

Cannot Assess (X)
	Description of the condition of the features

e. g. damaged or broken, destroyed, muddy from hands/feet, poor condition from footfall, pristine condition etc. or

Cannot Describe

(X)
	Photograph name and number

e.g. for photos of Feature 1 in Any Cave label the photographs: Any Cave 1.1, Any Cave 1.2, Any Cave 1.3 etc.

	1
	1 
The low original passage is along the basal unconformity of the limestone, with the show cave trench cut into the slate floor.


	
	
	Starts at no. 15
	

	2
	2 
The low exit streamway has a slate floor and a limestone roof.


	
	
	
	

	3
	3 
A thick flowstone bank stands above the stream, beside show cave path; the layered calcite sequence awaits dating and analysis.


	
	
	
	

	4
	4 
A flowstone cascade on the passage wall is the finest of many calcite decorations in the main passage. The canyon streamway, from here upstream to beyond site 19, is a fine example of a vadose cave, with the first section now accessible along the show cave walkways built above the stream.
	
	
	
	

	5
	5 
Excellent calcite flowstone cascades down the western passage wall.


	
	
	
	

	6
	 6  
A fine active calcite cascade of rippled flowstone decorates the canyon wall.


	
	
	
	

	7
	7 
A large bank of calcite gours stands out from the northern wall.


	
	
	
	

	8
	8 
Many stalagmites stand hidden on ledges high in the roof. Some of the short stumpy formations have been sampled and dated to 13ka, 225ka (Waltham & Harmon, 1977; Atkinson et al, 1978) and >350ka (Gascoyne & Ford, 1984).


	
	
	
	

	9
	9 
Battlefield is an excellent cave chamber, developed on a phreatic trunk route that carried a Pleistocene Chapel-le-Dale river. It is now heavily modified by roof collapse, and has been enlarged by undermining by the later streamway from Crina Bottom. Its floor is a chaos of fallen blocks, plastered with mud.


	
	
	
	

	10
	10
An excellent cracked mud floor lies in a basin between boulders in the Battlefield.
	
	
	
	

	11
	11
Flowstone cascades, gour pools and straw stalactites are crowded into the last few metres of the Northern Line.


	
	
	
	

	`

12
	12 
At the start of the Western Front, a floor of thick layered clays is capped by short stalagmites, some of which have been dated to 2-90 ka (Atkinson et al, 1978).


	
	
	
	

	13
	13
Excellent straw stalactites form a number of groups along the low passage.
	
	
	
	

	14
	14 
A thick sequence of clastic sediments is overlain with calcite flowstone and gour pools in the final chamber of the Western Front; some of the many stalagmites have been dated to >350ka (Gascoyne & Ford, 1984).


	
	
	
	

	15
	15 
Far Streamway is a very fine vadose canyon cut into basal beds of the limestone. At Grit Fall it exposes a buried Carboniferous hill as a local rise in the basal unconformity.


	y
	
	Missed it- may be next time
	

	16
	16 
Dated stalagmites stand out of sight on ledges high in the roof.


	y
	
	Out of sight
	

	17
	17 
The canyon wall has a good flowstone cascade.


	y
	5
	Still clean – no muddy hand prints etc
	

	18
	18 
The streamway is developed as an excellent large keyhole passage, with a large pre-Devensian phreatic tube containing remnants of old clastic sediments, above a younger, deep, vadose canyon with wide wall ledges that pick out variations in limestone solubility. The roof sediments are thick and layered in blind wall rifts.


	y
	
	Too much information!
	

	19
	19 
A deep vadose canyon has various phreatic remnants accessible in its roof. One alcove has an excellent cluster of long straw stalactites. Immediately downstream, high roof ledges contain remnants of stratified clastic sediments and isolated short stalagmites, some of which have been dated to 6-11ka (Gascoyne & Ford, 1984).


	y
	5
	No sign of human damage
	

	20
	20 
Upstream of the knick point, Phreatic Series is an excellent series of phreatic tubes and cross rifts, partially drained, and continues into the active phreatic tube of Sump Series.


	y
	5
	Approx. 1foot air space between the first 4 cross rifts
	

	21
	21 
High level abandoned passage at the start of Sleepwalker have thick clastic fills that are capped by small stalagmites, some of which have been dated to 218->350ka (Gascoyne & Ford, 1984).


	nv
	
	
	

	22
	22 
There are many fine example of passage breakdown along the tall rift passages formed in a zone of fractured rock.


	nv
	
	
	

	23
	23 
In the Whitehall side passages, thick, stratified clastic sequences, with cracked mud tops, are exposed in stream trenches that drain to lower levels.


	nv
	
	
	

	24
	24 
The streamway is a good small keyhole passage with a vadose trench in the floor of the older phreatic tube.


	nv
	
	
	

	25
	25 
Very good straw stalactites hang in the short choked distributary passage.


	nv
	
	
	

	26
	26 
A side series of parallel phreatic rifts is decorated with many good straw stalactites.


	nv
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Cave Conservation Monitoring Form - Part 2

	Additional Information

	· Have you got any general comments on the conservation status of the cave you have visited?  (e.g. heavily used cave, much carbide, pollution, changes to drainage system, specimen collecting, areas inaccessible due to rock fall, areas which need taping off etc.) 

· Have you identified any other features of interest in the cave you have visited?  If so, please supply details.

· Have you got any other comments concerning conservation issues for the cave you have visited or in general?  



	· This space is also for any other comments which you may have.  Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary.  




I give /do not give  my consent for the photographs I have provided to be used in a future publication.  (Please delete as applicable).  

If you do not complete this part of the form, it will be assumed that your consent is not given.

Signed:                                          Name:                                                       Date:

Your efforts are very much appreciated and by filling in this form you are making a valuable contribution towards cave conservation for future generations.

CNCC





CNCC








Cave conservation Monitoring form (version 3.0)

Monday, 11 May 2009



