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Cave Conservation Monitoring Form 

This is a joint initiative by the Council of Northern Caving Clubs and Natural England to undertake basic monitoring of the condition of our caves.  The information to be recorded on the form may seem very basic but the level of recorded information is currently very low and any information gathered is therefore very important.  None of the organisations involved in this scheme are requesting that you go underground to visit these sites.  The form is simply provided for you to record information from a trip which you would be undertaking anyway.  Caving is a dangerous activity and you are entirely responsible for your own safety when visiting a cave or any part of it.  None of the organisations involved can be held responsible for the outcome of any trip.  Please read the disclaimer in the attached information note.

Filling in the form

1. Part 1 of the form can be filled in after a visit to the cave but it is recommended that a copy of Part 1 be taken underground.  It is always best to complete Part 1 underground, especially if you are reporting on a number of features, so that comments do not rely on memory. 

2. Part 2 is provided for you to supply any other information or suggestions concerning access and conservation issues for the cave you have visited or in general. 

3. A cave survey is provided with the form, which shows the location of the numbered cave features.  Please add your comments to the cave survey if you wish to provide a better description of the feature location.

4. A short description of the cave is also provided for your information.

Use of the information gathered

5. The information gathered will be used for analysis and manipulation in a database or spreadsheet.  By providing this information it is assumed that your consent is given for this purpose. However we need your consent to be able to use any material or photographs that you provide in future publications.  Please sign the statement at the end of Part 2 of the form to give your consent.

Photographs

Photographs of the features listed would be very much appreciated if you are sure that you have been able to identify the features on your trip. If possible, please put the following on the back of each photograph or send the details below by email with your digital photographs:

· Name of the cave, feature number and a short description of the feature e.g. for 3 photos of Feature 1 in Any Cave, photos should be labelled Any Cave 1.1, Any Cave 1.2 etc.,

· Date on which the photograph was taken (DD/MM/YY);

· Your name and the name of your club or group.  e.g. “Joe Bloggs, Burnley Caving Club”, “Joe Bloggs, Group from Bradford” etc.  

· If you are agreeable, please also provide your signature on the back of each photograph if supplied in hard copy to allow its use in future publications, as well as signing the statement at the end of Part 2 of the form.

Your comments on the form

6. We have tried to make the form very short. If you think it is too short or you have other comments on how we could improve it, please let us know, using the contact details provided below.        

Please send the forms and any photos to:

Andrew Hinde     

Natural England

Colt Park Barn

Chapel le Dale

Via Carnforth

LA6 3DU

Tel 015242 42021

e-mail  Andrew.hinde@naturalengland.org.uk 

Disclaimer

Natural England is the government’s advisor on nature conservation and is responsible for designating and monitoring the condition of sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs) throughout England. Most of the major caves and cave systems of England are designated as SSSIs, either individually or grouped together as part of larger systems. The SSSI designation affords increased protection from damage or destruction of caves by external threats such as quarrying, land drainage and agricultural practices but does not affect the responsible use of caves by recreational cavers. 

Raising awareness and promotion of best conservation practice among cave users, in partnership with local and national caving organisations, is the most effective method of ensuring the continuing conservation of our cave SSSIs and the protection of the resource against internal damage. Good conservation practice by cave users, in so far as it preserves the resource, serves the interests of all - recreational cavers, cave scientists, conservation organisations and the general public alike.

Regular monitoring of all SSSIs is an important part of the conservation process and is generally performed by Natural England staff. However, in the case of caves, Natural England staff are not normally able to perform monitoring as they are not experienced or qualified in undertaking underground work. One solution is for cavers to report on the condition of caves which they are visiting in the course of their recreational activities. Reporting simply involves filling in a brief tick-box type of questionnaire, supplied by Natural England. We will also supply a rough map of the areas of cave which form the SSSI and the location of important features, such as speleothems, cave sediments, fossils and minerals for which the site may be notified.

It is important to emphasise that Natural England is not requesting cavers to visit particular areas of cave systems. We are simply requesting information on the condition of caves and their features which cavers are visiting anyway, in the course of their own recreational activities. Natural England cannot accept responsibility for any accident or injury to cavers which occur during the course of these activities. Cavers should perform their own risk and hazard assessment and possess their own insurance.

Birks Fell Caves

The adjacent systems of Birks Fell Cave and Redmire Pot are classic examples of geological controls that dictate underground drainage patterns. Two parallel faults carry two parallel but separate streams in a direction totally different to that of the surface drainage above. Associated joint systems account for steps in the passages and for a major dogleg at the lower end of Birks Fell Cave. The site is significant for the cave passage morphologies with respect to their geological control. 

Birks Fell Cave has 3600m of rift passages and bedding passages that increase in size deeper in the cave. All are remarkably evenly graded, taking the cave to a depth of 142m and the valley floor level. Two large inlets enter at Shooting Box Aven and Aven Two. The middle section of the cave is extensively modified by breakdown and collapse of the high walls and fractured roof. Downstream of the sharp bend and the blocked connection to a former rising at Hermits Cave, the main cave is characterised by narrow rifts with deep water and low bedding-guided passages.

Cave Conservation Monitoring Form - Part 1

 Name of Cave: Birks Fell Cave

 Your Name and Club or Group Name: Howard Beck CPC
 Date of visit (DD/MM/YY): Oct 1995
 Please confirm the names of the cave(s)/areas of the cave(s) you have visited: 

 Please record the condition of the following cave features in the table below:

	Feature number on survey


	Description of interest features
	Are the features still present? 

Yes (Y)

No (N)  

Don’t Know (X) or

Not Visited (NV)
	Condition of the features

Very good (5)

Good (4)

Satisfactory (3)

Poor (2)

Very Poor (1) or

Cannot Assess (X)
	Description of the condition of the features

e. g. damaged or broken, destroyed, muddy from hands/feet, poor condition from footfall, pristine condition etc. or

Cannot Describe

(X)
	Photograph name and number

e.g. for photos of Feature 1 in Any Cave label the photographs: Any Cave 1.1, Any Cave 1.2, Any Cave 1.3 etc.

	1
	1
The inlet passage above Aven Two is liberally decorated with a very fine collection of calcite helictites and straw stalactites.


	nv
	
	
	

	2
	2
The main passage at 40 Years Corner has its walls draped with many good dripstone and flowstone deposits.


	yes
	5
	No evidence of damage in this area
	

	3
	3
Large areas of the main passage floor are covered with moonmilk deposits standing on false floors of breakdown blocks and sheets of stalagmite.


	yes
	3
	Some evidence of erosion to the floor by careless cavers
	

	4
	4
Whitehall is a part of the main fault rift generously decorated with numerous groups of calcite stalactites, stalagmites and flowstone cascades.


	yes
	5
	 Unspoiled except for a few muddy hand prints
	

	5
	5
Perfection Oxbow is an abandoned high level of the rift passage with a floor of good gour pools held back by calcite barriers.
	yes
	4
	Viewed from a distance to avoid climbing over the features.
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Cave Conservation Monitoring Form - Part 2

	Additional Information

	· Have you got any general comments on the conservation status of the cave you have visited?  (e.g. heavily used cave, much carbide, pollution, changes to drainage system, specimen collecting, areas inaccessible due to rock fall, areas which need taping off etc.) 

· Have you identified any other features of interest in the cave you have visited?  If so, please supply details.

· Have you got any other comments concerning conservation issues for the cave you have visited or in general?  



	· This space is also for any other comments which you may have.  Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary.  




I give /do not give  my consent for the photographs I have provided to be used in a future publication.  (Please delete as applicable).  

If you do not complete this part of the form, it will be assumed that your consent is not given.

Signed:                                        Name:                                                       Date:

Your efforts are very much appreciated and by filling in this form you are making a valuable contribution towards cave conservation for future generations.

�





CNCC





CNCC
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